53" Annual Topeka Genealogical Society Conference

Finding Your Keys to Success

Saturday, April 26, 2025

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Conference Center at Washburn Tech West Campus
5724 SW Huntoon, Topeka, Kansas

We are excited to announce that registration is now open for our annual

seminar on Saturday, April 26", with Michael John Neill as our

featured speaker!

Michael has been researching his own genealogy for thirty years and
writing about it for nearly as long. He enjoys sharing his discoveries and
his research process and methodology to help others locate more about
their ancestors as well. Michael has travelled across the country doing
research, giving seminars, and looking for tombstones. Since the early
2000s, he's lead research trips to the Family History Library in Salt Lake
City, helping others to make their own discoveries. He authors the blog, Genealogy Tip of the Day, a
frequent guest on the YouTube show Genealogy QuickStart, and has published two books.

Michael's research advice is straight-forward, practical, and easy to understand and implement.

Michael’s Presentations:

Where Could It Be Written?

e Finding that fact, date or name frequently boils down to asking “where could that fact be
written?” In this lecture, we discuss an approach for determining where a record containing the
information we need could be located.

What It Does Not Say

e Many times a record only scratches the surface of what was going on when that record was
created. This lecture looks at why a record was created and how state statute, common practice,
economic situations, family issues, and other factors may be the “real story” behind any
document. It also discusses how to determine (when possible) what those “unwritten” issues
were.



Organization of Information: Seeing the Patterns

e This lecture discusses various ways to organize information with the hope that previously
unnoticed trends become apparent. It begins with a brief discussion of family group charts and
pedigree charts and continues into chronologies and other less-often used charts and
organizational methods.

Is Your Process the Problem?

e Is your research approach the problem? This lecture discusses research approaches that may be
hindering your chances of success, how to get around those incorrect ways of thinking, and
additional approaches that may improve your chances of success.

SCHEDULE:
8:15-9:00 AM Check in, enjoy coffee and light refreshments, and register for door prizes
9:00 - 9:15 AM Welcome and Introductions
9:15-10:15 AM | Presentation #1 - Where Could It Be Written?

10:15 - 10:45 AM

Break

10:45 -11:45 AM

Presentation #2 — What It Does Not Say

11:45 AM - 1:15 LUNCH BREAK. Pre-purchased box lunches (optional) OR lunch on your own.
PM Networking time, browse door prizes and raffle baskets.
1:15-2:15PM Presentation #3 — Organization of Information: Seeing the Patterns

Break (Door prize drawings will be conducted at close of this break - get your
2:15-2:45PM L

entries in!)
2:45- 3:45 PM Presentation #4 - Is Your Process the Problem?
3:45 - 4:00 PM Closing Remarks — Winners claim their door prizes

Due to space constraints, we will not have vendors or exhibitors at our conference this year. Michael
John Neill will be offering his books for sale.

We will be giving away a variety of door prizes and genealogy-themed baskets. All registrants will have
chances to win; additional raffle tickets will be available for purchase.




Registration Cost:

e 545 for TGS members or members of reciprocal organizations
e S55 for General public
e (late registration after April 12'", add $20)

How to Register: (choose one)

1. Register online through the TGS website. Pay online using a bank card, or register online and
mail in your payment. Register by April 12 to receive early registration discount prices.

2. Mail - Print the registration form on the last page of this brochure, and mail it in with your
payment.

3. InPerson - You can also register at our monthly program meetings through March, by turning in
a printed registration form with your payment.

ALL ADVANCE REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY APRIL 19%. Depending upon available space, we
may be able to accept walk-in registrations on the day of the event, but will not be able to offer catered
lunches to walk-ins.

QUESﬁOﬂS? Please send an email to tgstopeka.conference @gmail.com with any questions you

have about the conference.

We look forward to seeing you in person at our 2025 Conference!

RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES IN TOPEKA OR NEARBY

Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library, 1515 SW 10th Street. Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-9pm,
Saturday 9am-6pm, and Sunday 12 noon-9pm. Genealogy and local history collection, located in Topeka
Room on 2nd floor. 785-580-4400, www.tscpl.org

The Kansas Historical Society Center for Historical Research/ State Archives, 6425 SW 6th Street.
Hours: 9am-12pm or 1-4pm Tue-Fri; 9am-noon Saturday. Resources include state and local Kansas
government records, newspaper collection, state censuses, county histories and biographies, historic
photographs and maps. 785-272-8681, ext 117, www.kshs.org

Museum of the Kansas National Guard —-The museum has a wide variety of print, document and
multimedia sources for doing research on the Kansas National Guard, including unit rosters, soldier
records, photographs, movies and personal accounts. 1255 SE Airport Drive. Open Mon-Sat, 10am —
4pm. 785-862-1020. http://www.kansasguardmuseum.org/

Midwest Genealogy Center - One of the top 10 Genealogy Research Centers in the U.S is just a short
drive away! 3440 S Lee’s Summit Rd, Independence, MO. Open Mon-Sat 10am-8pm, Sun 1-8pm. 816-
252-7228. https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy
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REGISTRATION FORM
2025 Topeka Genealogical Society Annual Conference — April 26, 2025

One person per registration form, please. Make
additional copies as needed.

REGISTRATION PAYMENT

Amount

Early Registration, received by
April 12t
TGS or Reciprocal Member = $45
General public = $55

If not submitted in time to be
received by April 12*" — Add $20

Name

(as you want it to appear on your badge)
Address
City State Zip
Phone ( )
E-Mail

Purchase a catered box lunch or
salad (Optional) - $13.00
(indicate your meal choice below)

If member of reciprocal organization, write discount code below:

| am not able to attend, but
would like to purchase printed
copies of the handouts = $10.00
(Optional)

Not a TGS member? Join today and register for the
Conference at member rates.
Name(s) of joining member(s)

1.

Purchase a TGS Membership:
- Individual membership = $30
- Joint membership = $40
(2 individuals at same address)
- Student membership = $10
(age 25 years or younger)

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE

If you ordered a lunch above, please indicate your choice here (check one):
Sandwiches come with chips, cookie and water; Salad comes with crackers, cookie and water.

Roast beef & Cheddar sandwich

Turkey breast & Provolone sandwich

Hummus wrap with grilled vegetables

Chef’s Salad

Dietary Restrictions? Please note here:

Advance registration closes on April 19t All mailed registrations must be received by that date. If space permits,
walk-in registrations will be accepted at the event, but we will not be able to provide lunches.

Mail printed registration form and payment to: (checks payable to TGS)
Topeka Genealogical Society Conference

c/o Barbara LaClair

228 SW Courtland Ave.

Topeka, KS 66606

Conference registrations are non-refundable.




