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What's Happening at TGS?

Library - We're continuing to work on transferring books
and other items from our library collection to other regional
repositories. We're making progress, but still have a long
way to go. Currently, we are in a pause phase as we wait
to receive additional selection lists from Midwest
Genealogy Center.

We have completed our annual elections to Board

positions, and held our Annual Member Meeting on

September 20". We're looking forward to another active

and interesting year in 2026. Documents from Mt. Calvary Cemetery — going to
the Kansas Historical Society

We're starting to plan for our lineup of Monthly Programs

in 2026, and considering options for a Conference or other educational forums. If you have

suggestions for a great speaker or program, now would be a good time to send them our way!

We also have several new indexing or records preservation projects almost ready to launch, so
watch for details coming soon.

To our member readers, we thank you for your support through membership. To our non-
member friends, we appreciate your interest in our work and invite you to consider supporting
us by becoming members. Joining our organization is simple — just see the “Membership” page
on our website, at https://tgstopeka.org/membership/ .

Bank Lallacr, President


https://tgstopeka.org/membership/

October is Family History Month! How will you celebrate?

Consider celebrating by setting aside some time to work on family

history projects. The National Genealogical Society suggests four % ggc;l":’i‘N&A?‘z'““‘
possible activities, and provides free downloadable guides for each: OCTOBER IS
#FamilyHistoryMonth

e Scan & label family photographs and documents SCAN.

e Record & preserve family memories RECORD.

e Write & share family stories WRITE.

e Join the Family History community JOIN.
Download the free guides at: htips://www.ngsgenealogy.org/family- i iy

history-month/

Changes on the TGS Leadership Team

Cindy Cruz, Theresa Wilson, Mechelle Foos,
President Recording Secretary Director at Large

Our 2025 Board elections have been completed, and we are pleased to share the results.
Thanks to everyone who voted in our election. Effective January 1, 2026: Cindy Cruz will be
taking over in the position of President, replacing Barb LaClair. Theresa Wilson will be taking
over as Recording Secretary, replacing Ellen Horn. Mechelle Foos will be continuing in the role
of Director at Large.

Along with these changes, Barb LaClair will be moving to the position of Past President,
replacing Eadie Flickinger. Eadie will be retiring from the Board, but has indicated that she
would like to work with developing programs for welcoming and orienting new members. Ellen
Horn will be retiring from the Board to take a well-deserved break. We thank Eadie and Ellen for
their service on our Board, and also thank Cindy, Theresa and Mechelle for stepping up to fill
the open positions.
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TGS Annual Meeting

T
About 40 TGS members joined us on Saturday, ANNUA "=-
September 20" for our 2025 Annual Member MEMBER ©
Meeting. Following a delicious brunch of fresh EETINGA
fruit and pastries, we shared a brief business —_— —

report and review of our activities and
accomplishments during the past year, which
generated lots of discussion. We completed the
morning with a short but rousing game of
genealogy trivia.

We thank Paula Smith and Cindy Cruz for making

the arrangements, and also thank those who

shared their morning with us by attending. If you were not able to join us but would like to hear
what was shared in the business meeting, the program has been recorded and is how available
on our website for member viewing (in Past Programs).

Welcome, New Members!

We want to extend a warm welcome to new members who have recently joined our
organization. We hope that you will take full advantage of everything that we have to offer, and
don’t hesitate to let us know if we can assist you in your family history quest!

¢ No new members this month

Help us continue to grow our membership by telling your friends about us, and inviting them to
check us out. Word of Mouth is the best advertising!

New on Our Website: https://tgstopeka.orq

Updates and new content are added to our website on an
ongoing basis. So that you don’'t miss anything, here are
highlights of changes and new additions in the past month.

o New program recordings added (in the Past
Programs section):
0 August Monthly Program — Quilting &
Genealogy: Stitching Together the Fabric of Our Lives, presented by John
Manning
0 September Monthly Program — Ghosts of Topeka, presented by Cathy Ramirez

(These were both really popular programs — if you missed them, be sure to check out the
recordings)

There are now more than 50 recordings of past TGS programs and presentations available on
our website! We hope that you are taking full advantage of all of the resources and information
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available on our website. Access to some content is restricted to members; to gain full access,
we invite you to visit the membership page on our website, and become a member today!

Help Wanted! - Newsletter Editor

We are looking for a volunteer to take responsibility for compiling and
editing the monthly News & Views newsletter. This job would mostly N EWS

involve collecting information from a few TGS leaders, and copying event
information from the TGS website. Additional genealogy news articles
may be included as information becomes available. The newsletter is
currently being created and edited in MSWord, so no special software
familiarity is needed. Strong writing and grammar skills, and an eye for
detail are important. Time commitment: 4-5 hours per month, dependent
upon content availability and editor’s comfort and skill level.

If you would be willing to help us by filling this role, please contact Barb LaClair,
tgstopeka.president@gmail.com .

Identity Quest 2025 — Coming Soon!

The Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library is planning another free

IdentityQuest event for 2025. This year’s event will take place from

9:00am — 1:30pm on Saturday November 15" at the Public Library, and

the focus will be on DNA-related topics. Event schedule and registration

details will be available soon on the TSCPL website. Check there for more
info: https://tscpl.org/genealogy

UPCOMING TGS EVENTS AND PROGRAMS

There is always something happening at TGS. Check the
events calendar on our website
(https://tgstopeka.org/events/#levent-list ) frequently to get
more details on what’s coming up and how you can participate!

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS (SIGS):

These informal groups meet mostly virtually (on Zoom) on a monthly basis for information
sharing and learning around a topic or area of shared interest. Participation is free, and open to
the public. Refer to the events listings on our website for information about how to register and
participate in each group.
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e Foundations of Family History SIG (2" Tuesday evening, 7pm (Central Time), via
Zoom). October 14, 2025 - “Researching on Fold3”
e Brick Wall Problem-Solving SIG — (3™ Tuesday morning, 9:30am). Odd months are
virtual, via Zoom. Even months in person at a local research facility)
o October 21, 2025 — Location to be announced soon

e DNA and Genetic Genealogy SIG — (3" Friday morning, 10 am, via Zoom) — October
17, 2025

MORNING JOE & JAW — (1t Monday morning each month, 9:30am at Perkins Restaurant, Topeka)
Monday, October 6, 9:30 - 11am

Monday, November 3, 9:30 — 11am

Monday, December 1, 9:30 — 11am

This is an informal opportunity for socializing and networking with
other members. Meet us at Perkins Restaurant, 1720 SW
Wanamaker, for some lively conversation while you enjoy a morning
coffee, pastry, or breakfast. No need to register — just drop by to say
hello!

MONTHLY DINNER GATHERING/ FUNDRAISER
(We gather informally at a designated local restaurant prior to the monthly program for an opportunity to
socialize. A percentage of total sales at the restaurant will be donated to TGS.)

October 23, 2025 - Join us for a little social time prior to our Monthly
Program. We will meet at Panera, 1421 SW Wanamaker, at 5:30pm.

If you are unable to join us for dinner, purchases made any time between
8am and 8pm at the restaurant or online will count toward our fundraiser
if you show the flyer to the cashier, or use the code FUND4U when you
check out with online orders. TGS will receive 20% of total sales credited
to our group.

Following dinner, please plan to join us at the Topeka and Shawnee
County Public Library at 7:00pm for our monthly program.

MONTHLY PROGRAMS — 4" Thursday of the month, 7pm at the Topeka & Shawnee
County Public Library. Attend in person, or watch online via Zoom. Patrticipation is free, and
open to the public. To obtain the Zoom link to watch online, see the event listing on our website
(https://tgstopeka.org )
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October 23, 2025 - “Curating Old Photos: Scan-Sort-Share,”
presented by Jim Mathis. Jim owns a photo restoration and
photography studio in Overland Park and is a member of the
Johnson County Genealogical Society. He will talk about the
history of photography, preserving images, and restoring
damaged or faded images.

Reminder: No monthly programs in November or December.

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS

October 11, 2025 — Wichita Genealogical Society Annual
Conference, with Peggy Clemens Lauritzen as the Featured Speaker.
See htips://wichitagensoc.org/2025-Details-&-Schedule for details and
registration. (TGS members are eligible to register at discounted
member rate!)

October 28- November 1, 2025 — Czechoslovak Genealogical
Society International Conference, in Overland Park, Kansas. See
hitps://cgsi.org/2025-conference/sessions for details and registration.

The Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library is planning another
Identity Quest event for 2025! This years’ event will take place on
Saturday, November 15" from 9am — 1:30pm at the Public Library
and will focus on DNA -related topics.

RootsTech 2026 — March 5-7, 2026. Attend online (Free) or in-
person. Registration is now open! See
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/ for details.
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