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What’'s Happening at TGS?

Library - We’re making progress! We have nearly
completed pulling and boxing items requested by
Midwest Genealogy Center. Annette Crafton Corbell,
from Oklahoma, recently made a trip to our library and
took quite a few items from our Kansas, Oklahoma,
Missouri and Arkansas sections. She is building a
genealogy library in her home, with plans to make it
accessible to other genealogy researchers. The

Kansas Historical Society Archives took the original

Mt. Calvary Cemetery records that we had, and will be
returning in a few days to take the Daughters of the
American Colonists lineage books and materials.

Some of the shelves are looking bare, but we still have

a long way to go. Next step: we are planning to open the
library to TGS members and representatives from smaller
local libraries and historical societies, to allow them to select and purchase items that they are
interested in (for more detail, see the separate article below). After that, we will be ready to offer
all remaining items to Internet Archive (they have already committed to accepting the Shawnee
Co. Naturalization, Probate and Tax books; all remaining school yearbooks; and all remaining
City Directories), and negotiating the process for getting the items packed up and transferred to
them.

We're starting to see some progress!

Several TGS members attended the Identity Quest DNA Seminar hosted by the Topeka and
Shawnee County Public Library on November 15", Featured presenter Kathleen Brandt gave
two lectures on the basics of using DNA to help solve genealogical questions, followed by



several round-table discussions on various DNA topics. The event also included exhibit tables
providing information about several local organizations.

As we make plans for our 2026 programs and activities, we would love to have some new ideas
and volunteers to assist in this work. We're making plans for our lineup of Monthly Programs in
2026, and considering Conference options. We will have several new records preservation/
indexing projects ready to go very soon, but we need some project manager volunteers. Now is
a great time to step up and help us plan for an exciting and productive year ahead.

As always, we thank our member readers for your support through membership. For many of
our members, your membership will be expiring on December 31% so it is time to renew. You
should be receiving email reminders if you are up for renewal. To our non-member friends, we
appreciate your interest in our work and invite you to consider supporting us by becoming
members. Joining our organization is simple — just see the “Membership” page on our website,
at https://tgstopeka.org/membership/ .

Barb Lalace, President

Warm Wishes for Your Winter Holidays

Thanksgiving, Christmas, Hannukah, Kwanza, Chalica, Winter Solstice,
etc. No matter how or what you celebrate, the shortening of days and
change of season seems to signal an almost-universal time to slow down a
bit, reflect and celebrate our many blessings. It is also a time where we
often gather with family and, therefore, provides many opportunities to talk
about and celebrate our family traditions and stories.

From the Topeka Genealogical Society to all of our readers, we send warm
wishes for a joyful and peaceful Holiday Season.

Free Intro to Genealogy & Family History Class- Jan 24, 2026

Are you, or someone you know, interested in learning more about your family
history but not sure how to get started or where to look next? We are
offering a free “Intro to Genealogy & Family History” class on Saturday,
January 24", from 9am — 12:30pm. Class will be held at the Topeka &
Shawnee County Public Library. The class is free, and open to the public but
we are asking that those who plan to attend register in advance so that we
can be sure to have enough space and materials for everyone. See the
event listing on our website to register.
https://tgstopeka.org/events/#levent/2026/1/24/introduction-to-genealogy-
and-family-history-class
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Notice of Price Increase- Optional Printed & Mailed
Newsletter

We hate to do it, but like everyone else our costs for some services have
increased and we must adjust the price that we pass along to you. Most of our
readers receive our monthly newsletter as an email attachment, and we do not
charge anything for that service. A few of you, however, have been paying
$10/year to receive a printed copy of the monthly newsletter in the mail. As we
reviewed our 2025 expenses, we realized that the $10/year is no longer
covering our costs for printing and postage, and have made the decision to
increase the cost for receiving the monthly newsletter in printed & mailed form
to $25/year. The e-publication will continue to be free.

The additional charge for printed and mailed newsletter delivery is entirely optional, but it seems
only right that those who select this option pay the additional costs that we incur for this service.

This change will be effective with all memberships or purchases received on or after
January 1, 2026.

Pay it Forward and Learn About Every-Day Life During the
Revolutionary War Era — Volunteer to Help

America’s 250" Anniversary celebration is coming up in 2026, and we’ve all been getting some
great historical perspective with six-part “The Revolutionary War” documentary that has been
airing on PBS. (If you missed it, it is still available to livestream at pbs.org.) If you have been
watching and it has piqued your interest in learning more, there is a great win-win opportunity
available with the Library of Congress. With their “By the People” project, volunteers can help to
transcribe various Revolutionary-Era documents that will shed light on daily life at the time, as
well as to help to improve access to the information. To learn more, see the project website,
https://crowd.loc.gov/topics/american-revolution/ .

Welcome, New Members!

We want to extend a warm welcome to new members who have recently joined our
organization. We hope that you will take full advantage of everything that we have to offer, and
don't hesitate to let us know if we can assist you in your family history quest!

¢ Annette Crafton Corbell — Owasso, OK
o Teddie Ray — Laguna Beach, CA
e Verna Newman — Hempstead, TX

Help us continue to grow our membership by telling your friends about us, and inviting them to
check us out. Word of Mouth is the best advertising!
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New on Our Website: https://togstopeka.orqg

Updates and new content are added to our website on an
ongoing basis. So that you don’t miss anything, here are
highlights of changes and new additions in the past month.

o New program recordings added (in the Past
Programs section):
0 October Monthly Program, Curating Old
Photos, by Jim Mathis
e Resources — none added this month

There are now more than 50 recordings of past TGS programs and presentations available on
our website! Access to some content is restricted to members; to gain full access, we invite you
to visit the membership page on our website, and become a member today!

Help Wanted!

After nearly 5 years of closure that began with the Covid pandemic,
the Topeka FamilySearch Research Center is re-opening and trying
to establish regular operating hours once again. Renee Aldrich,
director of the Center, has reached out to TGS to see if any of our
members might be interested in volunteering in their Center. She
currently has 4 shifts volunteering and hopes to add a 5th shift soon.

The Topeka FamilySearch Center is located in the LDS Church
building at 2401 SW Kingsrow. Free access to a number of
subsciption genealogy websites are avaiable at the Center.

Currently, their hours are:

Monday - 11:00-2:00

Tuesday - 6:30pm-8:30pm

Wednesday - 9:00-noon & 6:30pm-8:30pm

If you think that you might be interested in volunteering with them, please let Barb LaClair know,
and we will get you connected with Renee. (Contact Barb at tgstopeka.president@agmail.com)
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Help Wanted! - Newsletter Editor (pleasel!!!!)

We are still looking for a volunteer to take responsibility for compiling and
editing the monthly News & Views newsletter. This job would mostly N EWS

involve collecting information from a few TGS leaders and copying event
information from the TGS website. Additional genealogy news articles —_—
may be included as new information becomes available. The newsletter -—
is currently being created and edited in MSWord, so no special software
familiarity is needed. Strong writing and grammar skills, and an eye for
detail are important. Time commitment: 4-5 hours per month, dependent
upon content availability and editor’s comfort and skill level.

If you would be willing to help us by filling this role, please contact Barb LaClair,
tgstopeka.president@gmail.com .

TGS Library — Member Book Purchase Opportunity

We have nearly completed the process of transferring
selected items from the TGS Library collection to the
Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library, Midwest
Genealogy Center, and the Kansas Historical Society.
Before we offer everything that remains to Internet
Archive, we would like to give TGS members an
opportunity to select any of the remaining books or
other items that you would like to have for your personal
library. We will open the library from 10am to 2pm on
January 12-16, 2026 for members to visit and make

their selections. The rules will be simple:

e Anything remaining on the shelves (except courthouse books and possibly a few other
items that will be marked) will be available.

e |f a member would like to take back an item that he/she donated to TGS and we have
documentation of the donation, the item will be returned to the donor at no charge.

e Other books/items may be purchased at $1 each. (CDs will be free)

o We will also have 3-ring binders and other office supplies available for purchase at
nominal prices

¢ If you had pre-requested specific items, we will have those set aside for you.

Plan now to stop by the library between January 12th and 16" to pick
out some treasures!
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UPCOMING TGS EVENTS AND PROGRAMS

There is always something happening at TGS. Check the
events calendar on our website
(https://tgstopeka.org/events/#levent-list ) frequently to get
more details on what’s coming up and how you can participate!

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS (SIGs):

These informal groups meet mostly virtually (on Zoom) on a monthly basis for information
sharing and learning around a topic or area of shared interest. Participation is free, and open to
the public. Refer to the events listings on our website for information about how to register and
participate in each group.

e Foundations of Family History SIG (2" Tuesday evening, 7pm (Central Time), via
Zoom). December 9, 2025 — “Using Digital Newspapers in Genealogy Research”

e Brick Wall Problem-Solving SIG — (3" Tuesday morning, 9:30am). Odd months are
virtual, via Zoom. Even months in person at a local research facility)

o0 December 16, 2025 — on-site research at the Topeka & Shawnee County Public
Library. Bring your own laptop computer, or plan to use a Library computer.

e DNA and Genetic Genealogy SIG — (3" Friday morning, 10 am, via Zoom) —

December 19, 2025 - “DNA Party Time!”

MORNING JOE & JAW — (1t Monday morning each month, 9:30am at Perkins Restaurant, Topeka)
Monday, December 1, 9:30 — 11am
Monday, January 5, 9:30 - 11am

This is an informal opportunity for socializing and networking with
~other members. Meet us at Perkins Restaurant, 1720 SW

m \Wanamaker, for some lively conversation while you enjoy a morning
i coffee, pastry, or breakfast. No need to register — just drop by to say
hello!
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MONTHLY DINNER GATHERING/ FUNDRAISER

(We gather informally at a designated local restaurant prior to the monthly program for an opportunity to
socialize. A percentage of total sales at the restaurant will be donated to TGS.)

January 22, 2026, 5:00pm - Please join us at 5:00pm on January 22nd
for our monthly fundraiser at Red Robin for some good food and lively
conversation. If you cannot join us then, you have the option of dining
anytime between 11:00am-10:00pm, or ordering online or in person for
carryout. Mention this fundraiser or show them the attached flyer at the
checkout register for TGS to receive 20% of sales benefit.

Following dinner, join us at TSCPL at 7:00pm for our monthly program.
We look forward to seeing you!

Download the Flyer : https://tgstopeka.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Jan-2026-Red-Robin-
TGS-fundraiser-flyer.png

MONTHLY PROGRAMS — 4" Thursday of the month, 7pm at the Topeka & Shawnee
County Public Library. Attend in person, or watch online via Zoom. Participation is free, and
open to the public. To obtain the Zoom link to watch online, see the event listing on our website
(https://tgstopeka.org )

January 22, 2026, 7:00pm - “Life in Kansas During the Dust Bowl” by Katie Keckeisen

Black Sunday — April 14, 1935 — is an unforgettable moment in
history. The photographs from that day of the dust storm in
southwest Kansas made headlines across America. How did
Kansans respond to this challenging moment in history? Using
eyewitness accounts and photographs, Katie will explore the
impact and the legacy of the drought and the “Dust Bowl” on life in
Kansas during the 1930s and beyond. This lecture is sponsored by
the Humanities Kansas Speakers Bureau.

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS

RootsTech 2026 — March 5-7, 2026. Attend online (Free) or in-
person. Registration is now open! See
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/ for details.
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